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LA CROWDED set at Pmewood studlos e

f

auheé

a confuszon of hghts

and cables, half- finished room sets and waiting people. And'in the.
middle of them all, the familiar face of the most famous -Avenger:
of them all; the 1mperturbable John’ Steed ~complete w1th bowler-

hat, furled umbrel}.a and amused tur

Patnck Macnee IS
.back in the role he last
played séven years ago
« . . the role he. says has

. been a passport for him. |

. And he is .still rather

surprised to be doing- it.

“If: it hadn’t . been for
Chichester and a French
commercial forr cham-
bpagne, I wouldn’'t be here
now,” ‘he smiles.

He was - in England last
year to .play -at Chichester

and in the middle dashed off .

1o’ film the commercial with
the third Avengers girl,
Lindas Thorsen. “A TFrench-
ma,n there asked me

would hke to do the series
again. ‘I certamly can'y, do it
in Prench, I toid him, and
forgot all about it.”

Some weeks later he was
appearing in Absurd Person
Singular in  Chicage and
received a phone ccall saying
At was on.

* Being an Agpuarian™T love
the inception of things, the
planning,” he smiles, * I've
approached t{his

something completely rmiew

and now we'll see how the-

public fake to it.

“You know, in Amerma
they don't think i ever
stopped doing The Avengers.
It has béen discovered by the

' eolleges- and bhecome a sort of
cult thing. Dast week in New

York it was. on-every night.”’

COURTEOUS

. Filming 15 over for the day
“and we walk briskly through

the  rain to his dressing-
. room where he exchanges the

stiffty informal brown tweed:

cjacket of Steed for the
crumpled wlite. safari jacket
aof Macnhee.

-He pulls off his boots and

'.'plonks his brown-socked feet

on the chair bhefore him.

He is an.interesting man,
gentle and immensely cour-
teous ‘and considerate of
others. Tall and bulky, he
has .a kindly face with
temporarily plump. pink
cheeks showing few wrinkles
for a man who happily admlt.s
that he is 5
- 8ince February,’ When he
arrived back in England, he
_ hag put on two stone and is
disgusted with himself.

“I don't meed all this fat.,” -

he frowns. "I feel awlul. but
when I'm under stress I eat
a lob.  We have been working
terribly hard and at speed and
find food a compe‘usatory
‘comfort.
“I get tense a,nd T eat lots

if I.-

series Aas-

‘the

by “eating nothing but

-I had -more fun,

PATRICK MACNEE_

of sweets.” -I'm told Kissinger
eats sweets, though I imagine
his reasons for .stress are a
littie. greater than mine..

“Look at me when I-was In

'Sleuth on Broadway two years

agae,” he says, pointing to:a
photograph of a decldedly
more ~ streamlined
Macnée, “That-is-how I will
look_again. in three weeks.”-
‘When the series is cumnleted
he will leave for his homeé in
Palm Springs, on: the edge of
Californian °

pounds he has accumulated.
raw

fopds, &nd -handfuls of a mix-

ture of sesame seeds; puinpkin
Seeds, and: sesame | sa.lt. : .

“He. keens a-jar ‘with Him all
the time and says it helps to
take away hunger pains.

-1 could’t  keeps to - this -
it gets -

diet ali’ the time-
a bit gull, ‘but- it cleans you
right- out.
off .and you fecl absplutely

‘marvellous, I swim and play.
tennis and walk elght m1les_

a day.

CDUSIH

“David Nlven- wa]ks .!0
miles a day. A del:ghtfu]
man. He is-my cousin,  you
know, and was a 'tremendous

help. to me during my early
4n  Hollywood: i the
 fifties.”

days

Patrick gave up smokmg 80
cigarettes a. day -five' years
ago and sore years la,te1 ‘gave
up drinking,

“1 found if I didn't drmk
At. dinner

qumse eyes

by SCART H‘
FLETT

- people,
~you have repeated yourself

Patrick .

desert,- to.
" check up on the staie ofhis
- garden, and to melt away the

‘her,

The weight  falls - Have

partles. 1 want.to say to some
‘Do you realise that-

four times?’ I ‘don't, of-
course. It just reminds .me
how - boring - I, must have
been.™ .

- Born_in London raised ‘in
Berkshire, where his father
"'Shrimp’ Macnee- . was a
well-known horse irainer, and
schooled at Ebton, Patrick has
lived abroad since 1952 when
He rushed to Canada at a.
day’s. ‘natice to become the
first actor on Canadian tele-
wvision.

He left behmcl his wife
Barbara whom he had mar-
ried . when - he . was 19 and
their- two children Rupert and
Jenny who were then five and
three, ‘and to this day he
bitterly regrets. that he ever
left them.™ -

“L kept cormm, back and ’
then from 1960, when they
were twelve and nine, I was
here making The Avengeas,

“but I feel a tremendous guilt

that I l=ft rny. children. They

-were sweet and zdorable and

T missed the1r rormatr.re years

CLOSE -

“Y rememper Sybil Christo-

pher saying Lo me that when .

Richard - Burton-  left, she
could understand ‘his leaving -

She - didp't. realise then that

"I~ had done.the same thing..

“ It sounds sentimental, but

~think, it is ~the, only bad
thmg 1 haveéver done.

His children, now 29 and 26
botli gravitated, to
North America. Rupert is .a
documentary film maker in

“Toronto, and Jenny is a pro-

fessional ¢cook- in Los Angeles
and 'often- lives . -with: .her
father, The three oI tlhiem are
very close.
. ““Botn
haven'’t suffered ab. all
that was because.. of
mother,
guts.

chlldren say - they
but
their

“"Her second husband, whom

she Was deeply in love_ with,
died -‘recently ~in - Minorca,
where they lved, and -the.
least I can «o is help- and.
support her. = -

“ Jenny_has been wit,h hl.r

.and now Barbara is.coming to .

e
S ,ruk—%- %i::i,fyf'

“'Go and_tell dad Auntie Flornes pup has |usf created a Il’rfle work of art in the hall "

but not - the  children, -

She has tremencluus .

stay with .me In Palm Springs.
She is a very dear "person,
very- close "to me.

His second marriage in 1965

to actress Kate Wondv;lle.

didn’t 'last, he says, because
she was 16 years younger.

“And I'think I bored the hell-_
~oub of her.” .

“She _ wds one’ of thcse

* glorious meteors that comes

into one’s ‘life. She 'is .a
Pisces - a questor, -and - she
opened my -eyes ‘to. ' many
things, but I . think in the

‘end she wanbed miore: fun oub.

of life.
Today he says ne has some

‘good. friends, but doubts that,
~hell marry again.

“I don't want. to have- a
new family at my_ age, And

my-sexual needs are ‘not what |
they are”

they used to be |

enjoyable but not compul-

- sive. Actually I'm rather look-
ing forward to being-a grand-,
'fathm

“'ve been an a.ctor for 27

years.and I.imagine someone.
- will always offer me a job.”
To be honest, I Tather enjoy:

life tqday.  I'm so0 pleased to
be still here and I'm delighted

“to let one day follow another.” -
the

J6- 35 dark . outside,
studios have emptied and it is

“time for him to leave for His

rented cotizge 2t Beaconsfield.
He . thanks .me warmly for
travelling. all the way to Pine-
‘wood - just .

- bolting Patehy,

" panion,

.pollarded many years

) to see him, and.
I leave him standing at the
door, waving and. ssill sheeless.

SNUG AND SAFE FROI

THE  WEATHER fore-

"casters had  told us to get

ready far -torrential rainm-
and high winds up to Gale

Force Nine on high ground

which meant us.

“So that night.I made all .
Ancluging -

safe and sound,
my wife's.
saddle-horse, ".and ‘his ~ com-
our -little donkey.’
Rebeccea, safely away with a.
good feed fbr the night, in-
the larger looseboX,

By midnight we knew we
were in for it and half an
hour later had the first signs.
A gale whipped itself up in
the space of minutes and the
frong- door (due to be bolted
top and bottom before we.
went up te bed) flew open
with a erash. If. took both

iy wifé and I to get it shub
-and bolted.

‘One- anxiety remained, but -
this might only’ happen. if:
the gale turned north, At that
end of the house. there is a

-erooked line of five big ash

trees, T°'d say . atb least 100
years old.

The thing 1s, they Werg all”’

AED

and -sometimes- pollaided trees:

g6 rotten in the middle of the -

trunks thereby  weakening

-Fhem.. And as the nearest one.
‘is- only four yards. from:the

end of -the house-. it would

demolish that part of it which
happens to be the end loose-
box, now containing five or

" 5ix tons of hardwood logs,

‘Noise

‘So we wenb to bed, but the
noise of .the stormi, wind howl-
ing and whining under eaves
and round corners, occasional

gusty Increases of the gale, .

and - rain’ beafing with the
sound -of drums on the raoof

-and against the windows, kept

us long awake,

Eventually we got to sleep
but it was broken -several
times before daylight came.
Then I went down to get the
day started and Puss (fhe
hajif-Persian. she-cat). got on
to the window sill and asked

“for out, as she always does,

I; was still blowing a gal{_a

Thurlow Craig/Up 'Countfy[ --
b N N

.mpounded G-retchen’s pIace 1n.
frontof the -dead “fire. -
Ten minubes -later. Fluﬁ
with e dead half-grown rat in
her mouth, likewise -requesied

- entry and.in she came, gwmg
- herseli’ 'a huge

sh.zke and
scattering ram s.]l over -the

.'_p catic

and rammg torrents Th
house was so dark that the
lamps had to be lit — and
it was cold, too. -

When I went bhack to the -

. kitchén -the other three: cats

went into the living rcom, the
kittens going to the window
and asking for out. : As for
Clec the Siamese, .for a
moment_she stood upr:ght'. o1
her hindlegs in the .middle of
the Toom to see out of the
window without having to
b?{:hm getting up on to the
si

Then, with an alr of gisgust,
she jumped up on to the hot-
plate on_ the old-fashioned
stove, curling up there until .
I lit. the fire an hour later.
Not for her was this kind of
weather,

After five minutes " both
kittens jumped up on the out-
side sill and demanded .to be
Tet in. They were soaking and

The. rat she tu; necl over to
the kittens;:putting it in the
far corney .of the room,” and
then took over their: pla.ce in

" front of the dead firé miaow-
- ing loudly -to me

to ges a
blaze geoing at once:

Which L did, t‘ninkmg Jover
what I had kKnown far: vear.s
When one .of our domestic
pussies kills anything:-at all
large or fierce, thers .is. no

-nensense about playing. “with

it. It gets. killed! dmmedi-
ately before getting s chance
to damage the cat, or esgape.

The playing w1th mice*and
small bhirds -serves,” I beheve.
two purposes. -First, it “edu-
cates the kittens to have quick
refiexes, while as far..as fat
adult household -cats are’ :con-

.cerned, it keeps them’ more or

less. in trainiag. - .
Meanwhile; the galea
rain continued to -roar:a
drum - around this. stout- l1tt1e
house that has withstiod such
assanits for over two ahd . a
half centuries, without'
shaking and w1thout losing

© more than a sla.te or two. .
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